With the world in the grip of a pandemic of coronavirus disease (Covid‐19), newspapers, TV news broadcasts, websites and social media are flooded with numbers. There are daily reports of cases, treatments and deaths -- plus the subsequent analyses -- to digest, but much of the reporting also discusses concepts such as SIR models, case--fatality ratios, transmission rates and basic reproduction numbers -- ideas that readers, viewers, listeners might be unfamiliar with.

It can all be, in a word, overwhelming.

As a publication committed to explaining statistical ideas and concepts, we set out to help readers understand what is going on, to make sense of the data they are confronted with, and to put important information into the appropriate context.

Contributors responded to our call "to explain the statistics of Covid‐19", and what follows is a selection of the many articles that have been published on our website -- [significancemagazine.com](http://significancemagazine.com) -- since early April.

As one past contributor remarked recently, "This may be the most statistically relevant global crisis ever". Many statisticians are doing important work to tackle the spread of the disease; others are fighting the spread of false information, which can be just as hazardous to health.

Our hope is that the articles that follow provide some clarity and insight at what is otherwise a confusing and concerning time.

Stay safe and keep well informed.
